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CORNWALL, Ontario — Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops President Bishop Raymond Poisson, centre, is flanked
by Edmonton Archbishop Richard Smith (left) and vice-president Bishop William McGrattan at the bishops’ plenary. Held
the week of October 3 in Cornwall, Ontario Canada’s bishops spoke about concrete steps toward reconciliation with
Indigenous Canadians. Story page 3.  (Screen shot)

A Facebook ad publicizes Alberta’s
program for welcoming religious
workers as part of that province’s
recovery program. Story page 8.

CHICAGO — (Photo left) Oldest church
in Chicago owes much to Miramichi
man who became the vicar general of
the Diocese of Chicago. Story page 12.
(Miramichi Historical Linkages photo)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis arrives
to lead his general audience in St.
Peter's Square at the Vatican October
5, 2022. The pope said that knowing
oneself requires "patient soul-
searching". Story page 7. (CNS photo/
Paul Haring)
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New FreemanThe
Dream of 'synodality' is a fruit
of Vatican II, cardinal writes
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — While the term "synodality" is not found in any of the 16 docu-
ments of the Second Vatican Council, the council's vision and definition of the church is
at the heart of what synodality is, said Cardinal Mario Grech, secretary-general of the
Synod of Bishops.

The "magna carta" of the 2021-2023 process of the synod "is the council's doctrine on
the church, particularly its theology of the people of God, a people whose 'condition is the

dignity and freedom of the children of God, in
whose heart the Holy Spirit dwells as in a tem-
ple,'" he said, quoting from the council's Dog-
matic Constitution on the Church.

Cardinal Grech published a message on
the council and synodality October 10, the
day before the 60th anniversary of the open-
ing of the council.

St. John XXIII opened the council Octo-
ber 11, 1962. All the bishops from all over
the world were invited to participate in its
four sessions, which St. Paul VI concluded
December 8, 1965.

The current synod process with its listen-
ing sessions around the world, its prayer
and discernment is focused on the theme,
"For a synodal church: Communion, par-
ticipation and mission."

Those three words, Cardinal Grech wrote,
"are eminently conciliar words. The church
that we are called to dream and build is a
community of women and men drawn to-

gether in communion by the one faith, our common baptism and the same Eucharist, in
the image of God the Trinity: women and men who together, in the diversity of ministries
and charisms received, actively participate in the establishment of the kingdom of God,
with the missionary impetus of bringing to all the joyful witness of Christ, the only
saviour of the world."

The Synod of Bishops, the cardinal noted, was established by St. Paul VI in 1965 at the
beginning of Vatican II's last session precisely "to prolong in the life and mission of the
church the spirit of the Second Vatican Council, as well as to foster in the people of God
the living appropriation of its teaching."

"This task is far from being completed since the reception of the conciliar magisterium
is an ongoing process; in some respects it is still in its infancy," the cardinal wrote.

In the decades
since the council, Car-
dinal Grech said, "the
synod has constantly
placed itself at the
service of the coun-
cil, contributing for
its part to renewing
the face of the church
in ever deeper fidelity
to sacred Scripture
and living tradition
and in attentive listen-
ing to the signs of the
times." §

VATICAN CITY — Cardinal Mario Grech,
secretary-general of the Synod of Bishops,
is pictured at the Vatican in this October
7, 2019, file photo. Marking the 60th
anniversary of the opening of the Second
Vatican Council, Cardinal Mario Grech
said that while "synodality" was not a term
used by the council, it reflects the
council's vision of the church. (CNS photo/
IPA/Sipa USA via Reuters)
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Reconciliation begins with truth: Cardinal
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

TORONTO — Celebrating Orange Shirt
Day in one of Canada’s most splendid cathe-
drals on the National Day for Truth and Rec-
onciliation must be done with contrition and
commitment to truth, Toronto Archbishop
Cardinal Thomas Collins told an early morn-
ing crowd at St. Michael’s Cathedral Basilica
September 30.

“Repentant because of the evils done in the
name of the Gospel, thankful for divine grace
and the gift of faith, and committed to the
quest for the truth that will set us free, we
ask God’s blessing on the work of healing
and reconciliation,” Cardinal Collins said in
his homily.

The mass began with a smudging ceremony
before the altar.

Dr. Peter Menzies, Anishawbek from the
Sagamok First Nation, said it was an honour
to be asked to lead the smudging ceremony
at the cathedral. An expert in aboriginal chil-
dren’s mental health and addictions, Dr.
Menzies usually treats smudging as part of
his personal spiritual practice and does not
often receive requests from parishes.

“When I’m asked, I will do it,” he said.
Recognizing the centuries of Indigenous

contributions to the Church and honouring
Indigenous spirituality ought to come natu-
rally to Canadian Catholics, said Cardinal
Collins.

“Within the community of the Church, we
need to appreciate and celebrate the traditions
of the Indigenous peoples, and of every na-
tional and cultural community, with the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ as the norm for us all,” he
said.

The starting point for the National Day for
Truth and Reconciliation has to be truth, Car-
dinal Collins told his congregation.

“We need to be humbly attending to what
has happened, and to patiently examine the
facts as accurately as is possible,” he said.
“Then we can face even the greatest evils
with wisdom and courage.”

Celebrating mass in St. Michael’s Cathe-
dral on the National Day for Truth and Rec-
onciliation is itself a sign of reconciliation, said
Nisga’a artist and Alpha Canada outreach
worker Julia Kozak. Ms. Kozak designed li-
turgical garments — stoles, chasubles, copes
and mitres — for Pope Francis to use on his
pilgrimage across Canada in July.

“To see the cardinal smudge at the begin-
ning is very meaningful,” said Maria Lucas, a

Metis lawyer with the Aboriginal law practice
group of Goldblatt Partners LLP. “As an ele-
ment of our culture incorporated into the lit-
urgy, it is important.”

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops [CCCB] looked to Orange Shirt Day as a
day of atonement.

“We are especially mindful of the role of
the Catholic Church in operating residential
schools and the pain and ongoing trauma it
has caused for generations of Indigenous
families,” the CCCB said in a release. “In par-
ticular, we remember the children who en-
dured pain and suffering in residential schools,
aware that many did not return home.”

The Canadian Religious Conference [CRC],
whose membership includes all of the orders
that operated residential schools on behalf of
the government, called on Canadians to learn
their history.

“We can no longer turn a blind eye to this
inglorious part of our history,” the leadership
team at the conference wrote in a statement.

The vowed religious pointed to Pope
Francis’ apology in Canada in July as a sig-
nificant moment.

“The apology by the Holy Father is inscribed
in a movement that calls us to acknowledge
reality, to allow ourselves to be moved by re-

gret, and to commit ourselves resolutely to
the developments that we wish to see,” the
CRC said.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau also recog-
nized Pope Francis’ apology as “a step for-
ward in all the work that remains and a re-
minder that we still have more to do.”

In a statement released on Orange Shirt Day,
the prime minister framed the day in terms of
collective duty.

“Reconciliation is not the responsibility of
Indigenous peoples — it is the responsibility
of all Canadians. It is our responsibility to
continue to listen and to learn,” he said.§

Indigenous relations bishops' top priority
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

CORNWALL, Ontario — At their first in-
person meetings in three years, Canada’s bish-
ops spoke about concrete steps toward rec-
onciliation with Indigenous Canadians — con-
crete steps that include an $18.6 million bill
for Pope Francis’ apostolic visit in July, con-
tinued efforts to raise $30 million over the
next five years, easier access for residential
school survivors and their families to dioc-
esan archives across the country and forging
personal relationships between bishops and
Indigenous leaders.

Canada’s bishops are following the exam-
ple of Pope Francis, and the priority he placed
on meeting with Indigenous people, Edmon-
ton Archbishop Richard Smith told a press
conference at the end of four days of plenary
meetings of the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops [CCCB] in Cornwall, On-
tario.

“I don’t think it overstates it to say, it was
a pivotal moment in the history of this coun-
try,” Archbishop Smith said of the pope’s pil-

Cardinal Thomas Collins
(Archdiocese of Toronto photo)

grimage of penance across Canada. “This was
an historic moment, hopefully a moment of
healing and moving things forward on this
journey.”

Archbishop Smith pointed to the sacrifice
Pope Francis made to be in Canada, despite
his health issues, to fulfill the promise he made
in March to visit Indigenous people on their
land during the Feast of St. Ann.

“We could see — being close to the pope
— that he was in continual pain. But he wanted
to be here, and before he ever spoke a word,
his presence was the message,” Archbishop
Smith said.

The pope’s presence translates into a man-
date for Canada’s bishops, said Calgary Bishop
William McGrattan.

“The apology in words was important. But
he (Pope Francis) also stressed to us that we
needed to support that by concrete actions,”
Bishop McGrattan said.

Among those concrete steps are a series of
planned pastoral letters to the First Nations,
Inuit and Metis people. Archbishop Smith
emphasized that the proposed letters will

(continued on page 7)
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Spirituality:
holiness, wholeness and healing

This weekend we hear two stories of healing...and more. The first
story tells of healing the leprosy of a Syrian general, Naaman, by the
prophet Elisha (2 Kgs 5:14-17). The second story relates how Jesus
heals ten lepers, one of whom is a Samaritan not a Jew (Lk 17:11-
19). Leprosy was an isolating disease. It made a person an outcast
from the community who stood back in fear of it.

For the person who struggled with the affliction it left them with a
humanity that was wounded and broken, physically, but also emo-
tionally and socially. They were broken in body, but perhaps more
significantly in spirit and in heart. Their relationships with family,
friends and community were also wounded.  In our own times lep-
rosy is sometimes seen as an image for the isolation and brokenness
that is often part of the human experience. Someone who is excluded
is sometimes referred as “being treated as a leper.”

The healing that the prophet Elisha gave to the Syrian, Naaman and
that Jesus offered to the ten lepers was more than a healing of the
body. It was a healing of the spirit and heart.  It returned the broken
ones to the fullness of community. In the case of the ten lepers in the
Gospel, they were to go the priests who would certify that they were
healed and eligible to return to the community. In the story from the
Book of Kings, Naaman, a Gentile had a spiritual relationship brought
forward in his life as he turned to the God of Israel.

We all yearn for the wholeness in life that the lepers experienced in
their healing. Who is without wounds, whether physical, emotional
or social? Who does not long for the closeness of relationship that
brings inclusion, care and expression of love? The story of Naaman
and the ten lepers is the story of every human being. We may not
have the disease of leprosy, but our lives are marked by a leprosy of
spirit in many ways. At the same time, we are also marked by the
healing that we see in these two accounts. We long for the wholeness

that comes from this healing. We can
call this wholeness holiness.

Holiness is sometimes confused
with what we might call religiosity.
Holiness is not following the rules of
the church. Nor is holiness to be re-
garded as a spirituality that is so personal that it can be lived alone,
taking no other persons into account.

Holiness is actually the wholeness for which we all long. It is the
gift of vitality and meaning that helps us to make sense out of our
lives. Holiness draws us into a healthy and lively relationship with a
God who loves and cares about us. It also draws us into healthy and
life-giving relationships with others. Holiness is fullest when lived
within a community with whom we can share our experience. Holi-
ness flows from a sense of the spirit, a spirituality that is lived in the
midst of our ordinary lives and shared with a community of others on
the same journey of life.

In holiness, we discover the full meaning of the Incarnation — God
so loves us, that he lives among us. God is part of us in a way that we
can begin to understand that our life has meaning. It offers us the gift
of hope, based on love that allows us to have faith and trust in our
life-journey.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Colorado baker fights ruling over cake celebrating gender transition
By CAROL ZIMMERMAN
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Colorado baker Jack Phillips, whose refusal to
make a same-sex wedding cake on religious grounds went to the
Supreme Court, is currently fighting a ruling that he violated the state's
anti-discrimination law for refusing to bake a cake to celebrate a gen-
der transition.

In arguments before Colorado's appeals court October 5, Mr.
Phillips' attorneys from Alliance Defending Freedom urged the court
to overturn a ruling issued last year against their client on procedural
grounds and said the court should uphold Phillips' First Amendment
rights.

Mr. Phillips was sued by a transgender woman, Autumn Scardina,
who ordered a pink cake with blue frosting from Mr. Phillips' shop,
Masterpiece Cakeshop in 2017.

During the 2021 trial, according to The Associated Press [AP], Mr.
Phillips said he believes someone cannot change genders and he did
not celebrate "somebody who thinks that they can."

His attorney Jake Warner has said in a statement that requiring Mr.
Phillips to create a cake with a message contrary to his religious be-
liefs violates his free speech rights.

Ms. Scardina initially filed a complaint against Mr. Phillips with the
state and the civil rights commission, which found probable cause
that Mr. Phillips had discriminated against her. Mr. Phillips, in turn,

filed a federal lawsuit against the state of Colorado saying it was
engaged in a "crusade to crush" him by pursuing Ms. Scardina's com-
plaint.

AP reported that during last year's trial over the lawsuit against the
baker, Denver District Judge A. Bruce Jones rejected Mr. Phillips'
argument that making the cake would constitute compelled speech.

The judge said the cake was simply a product and couldn't be
withheld from people protected by the state's anti-discrimination law.
He said Mr. Phillips' refusal to provide the cake was "inextricably
intertwined" with his refusal to recognize Ms. Scardina as a woman.

The cake case certainly has echoes of the 2018 Masterpiece
Cakeshop case where the Supreme Court narrowly sided with Mr.
Phillips in its 7-2 ruling.

Justice Anthony Kennedy, writing for the majority, said the Colo-
rado Civil Rights Commission had violated the Constitution's protec-
tion of religious freedom in its initial ruling against the baker, who
refused to make a wedding cake for the same-sex couple.

But he also said the opinion had a limited scope and "must await
further elaboration."

The court said Mr. Phillips' contention "has a significant First Amend-
ment speech component and implicates his deep and sincere religious
beliefs. In this context the baker likely found it difficult to find a line
where the customers' rights to goods and services became a demand
for him to exercise the right of his own personal expression for their

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

How to pray when we don’t feel like it
If we only prayed when we felt like it, we wouldn’t pray a lot.
Enthusiasm, good feelings, and fervour will not sustain anyone’s

prayer life for long, good will and firm intention notwithstanding. Our
hearts and minds are complex and promiscuous, wild horses frolick-
ing to their own tunes, with prayer frequently not on their agenda.
The renowned mystic, John of the Cross teaches that, after an initial
period of fervour in prayer, we will spend the bulk of our years strug-
gling to pray discursively, dealing with boredom and distraction. So,
the question becomes, how do we pray at those times when we are
tired, distracted, bored, disinterested, and nursing a thousand other
things in our heads and in our hearts? How do we pray when little
inside us wants to pray? Especially, how do we pray at those mo-
ments when we have a positive distaste for prayer?

Monks have secrets worth knowing. The first secret we need to
learn from them is the central place of ritual is sustaining a prayer-
life. Monks pray a lot and regularly, but they never try to sustain
their prayer on the basis of feelings. They sustain it through ritual.
Monks pray together seven or eight times a day ritually. They
gather in chapel and pray the ritual offices of the church (Matins,
Lauds, Prime, Terce, Sext, Vespers, Compline) or they celebrate
the Eucharist together. They don’t always go there because they
feel like it, they come because they are called to prayer, and then,
with their hearts and minds perhaps less than enthusiastic about
praying, they pray through the deepest part of themselves, their
intention, and their will.

In the rule that St. Benedict wrote for monastic life there’s an oft-
quoted phrase. A monk’s life, he writes, is to be ruled by the monastic
bell. When the monastic bell rings, the monk is immediately to drop
whatever he is doing and go to whatever that summons is calling him
to, not because he wants to, but because it is time, and time is not our
time, it’s God’s time. That’s a valuable secret, particularly as it applies
to prayer. We need to go pray regularly, not because we want to, but

because it’s time, and when we can’t pray
with our hearts and minds, we can still
pray through our wills and through our
bodies.

Yes, our bodies! We tend to forget that we are not disincarnate
angels, pure heart and mind. We are also a body. Thus, when heart
and mind struggle to engage in prayer, we can always still pray with
our bodies. Classically, we have tried to do this through certain physi-
cal gestures and postures (making the sign of the cross, kneeling,
raising our hands, joining hands, genuflection, prostration) and we
should never underestimate or denigrate the importance of these bod-
ily gestures. Simply put, when we can’t pray in any other way, we
can still pray through our bodies. (And, who is to say that a sincere
bodily gesture is inferior as a prayer to a gesture of the heart or mind?)
Personally, I much admire a particular bodily gesture, bowing down
with one’s head to the floor which Muslims do in their prayer. To do
that is to have your body say to God, “Irrespective of whatever’s on
my mind and in my heart right now, I submit to your omnipotence,
your holiness, your love.”  Whenever I do meditative prayer alone,
normally I end it with this gesture.

Sometimes spiritual writers, catechists, and liturgists have failed us
by not making it clear that prayer has different stages – and that
affectivity, enthusiasm, fervour are only one stage, and the neophyte
stage at that. As the great doctors and mystics of spirituality have
universally taught, prayer, like love, goes through three phases. First
comes fervor and enthusiasm; next comes the waning of fervor along
with dryness and boredom, and finally comes proficiency, an ease, a
certain sense of being at home in prayer that does not depend on
affectivity and fervor but on a commitment to be present, irrespective
of affective feeling.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer used to say this to a couple when officiating at
their marriage. Today you are very much in love and believe that your
love will sustain your marriage. It won’t. Let your marriage [which is
a ritual container] sustain your love. The same can be said about
prayer. Fervor and enthusiasm will not sustain your prayer, but ritual
can. When we struggle to pray with our minds and our hearts, we can
still always pray through our wills and our bodies. Showing up can
be prayer enough.

In a recent book, Dearest Sister Wendy, Robert Ellsberg quotes a
comment by Michael Leach, who said this in relation to what he was
experiencing in having to care long-term for his wife suffering from
Alzheimer’s. Falling in love is the easy part; learning to love is the
hard part; and living in love is the best part.  True too for prayer.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 4)
message, a message he could not express in a way consistent with
his religious beliefs."

The Supreme Court will get a chance to revisit the broader issues
raised here in a case it will hear this term about a Colorado graphic
designer, Lorie Smith, who does not want to create wedding websites
for same-sex couples based on her Christian beliefs about marriage.
Ms. Smith also is being defended by Alliance Defending Freedom.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops [USCCB], joined by the
Colorado Catholic Conference and other religious groups, have sided
with the designer as they did with the baker five years ago.

In an amicus brief, they said the case gives the court the chance to
clarify free speech issues it said the justices fell short of doing in
Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission.

The USCCB's brief said there is a "pressing need for the court to
clarify how the compelled speech doctrine applies to wedding-ven-
dor cases and other disputes."

It also said the current case "provides an appropriate and especially
important opportunity to invoke free speech protections again to ad-
dress the ongoing tensions in wedding-vendor cases and in the cur-
rent cultural context more broadly" and implored the court to "protect
individuals from compelled speech and to provide space in the public
square for minority voices." §

Colorado baker fights ruling
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By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

SYDNEY MINES, Nova Scotia — Following the devastation of
post-tropical storm Fiona, Catholics in Sydney Mines, NS — with
the support of the community — have delivered a case study in what
can be accomplished when faith is put into action.

Norma Blinkhorn, a parishioner at Holy Family Church and coordi-
nator of youth ministry for the Diocese of Antigonish, lit the spark for
what was to come. She noticed no town entity had stepped up to
provide any support services for the people victimized by the Sep-
tember 24 storm that swept across Canada’s Maritime provinces,
downing trees, flooding some areas, knocking electricity out for days
on end and in Newfoundland even sweeping numerous houses into
the sea. So Blinkhorn rose up to fill the gap in her community.

“Communion is communion with community,” she said
She spoke to her husband Harry to determine if anything could be

done to lend a helping hand.
“We knew that the Knights of Columbus were about to host a

barbecue, and that food was already stored in the freezer at the parish
hall. I said to my husband, ‘we have to do something. We have food
here. We can’t wait for the barbecue.’ ”

Ms. Blinkhorn mobilized the Holy Family Knights’ council to cook
hot dogs and hamburgers on the gas stoves the parish had at its
disposal on September 26. The gas stoves proved crucial as the par-
ish — and essentially the town of over 14,000 people at large — was
without power, and remained so nine days after Fiona unleashed its
fury.

“When we saw the big crowds that were showing up (for food),
and the overall desperation within the community, we felt, ‘Oh my
God, we have to do something,’ ” said Ms. Blinkhorn.

Ms. Blinkhorn tapped into her community network to identify vol-
unteers who could help the parish prepare at least 500 meals for the
next day.

Meanwhile, thanks to her four decades serving the Northside Home-
makers Service Society (NHSS), including as agency director, she
found many home-care clients impacted by the storm were in need of
food drop-offs.

A partnership was forged between Holy Family and NHSS: The
parish volunteers prepared the food, which the NHSS officials would
then deliver to clients in need. Meals were also administered to the
men and women cleaning up the damage from Fiona.

More members in Ms. Blinkhorn’s network were asked to pitch in
— and they did. On the third day, volunteers assembled to prepare
salads. Parishioners also compiled treat bags to bring to seniors’ fa-
cilities to tide residents over until
a larger food delivery could be ex-
ecuted.

Day four, Ms. Blinkhorn pur-
chased eggs and bread for sand-
wich-making. On that day, she
made contact with the Salvation
Army to see if there were work-
ers interested in partaking in this
sprawling community initiative.

“We spoke to Theresa
Antoniak, who works for the
Salvation Army with her husband

Parish steps up in Fiona's aftermath: ‘This is the Church’
in Ontario, and they offered to come here to help provide lunch and
dinners. I think they have provided at least 500 meals,” she said.

The Salvation Army also had one of its spiritual counsellors on site
to meet with anyone seeking comfort and support.

In addition to a meal, Sydney Mines residents with households
affected by Fiona — Antigonish County was one of the hardest hit in
Atlantic Canada — could also show up to the parish hall to receive
help filling out the forms to apply for natural disaster tax relief.

When local schoolchildren returned to learning on October 3, many
did not have supplies for school lunch. The parish team stepped up to
amass a host of treat bags.

Ultimately, Ms. Blinkhorn said at least 1,800 meals have been pre-
pared and disbursed as of October 3. Unhesitatingly, she added that
the volunteers “are absolutely prepared” to keep going as long as they
are needed.

Holy Family’s Father Fabian Ihungebo and Deacon David Lewis
are helping hands of support every step of the way. Mr. Lewis mar-
vels at what has been accomplished.

“This is the Church. We are very fortunate to have the opportunity
to do what we are called to do as followers of God,” he said.

Ms. Blinkhorn said through conversation with young people, it is
clear they desire for the Church to exemplify the Catholic faith through
community action.

“They want their churches to be involved in work supporting the
community. And that is what Pope Francis has called us to do.”

Ms. Blinkhorn added “it really affects you emotionally” seeing the
damage of the storm first-hand and via pictures on social media.

She said since the storm parishioners who had maybe not volun-
teered in the past are providing steadfast examples of Catholic faith in
action.§

SYDNEY MINES, Nova Scotia — Parishioners at Holy Family
Church in Sydney Mines, NS, pitch in to prepare meals for those
affected by post-tropical storm Fiona. (Norma Blinkhorn photo)
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(continued from page 3)
emerge out of extensive consultations with Indigenous leaders, but
would not commit to a timeline on when the letters might be ex-
pected. A pastoral letter to Indigenous Canadians has been on the
bishops’ agenda for years, but delayed by other issues, COVID and
then the pope’s visit.

“Now, it’s back in the forefront and we do want to carry forward the
initiative with a letter that would be adjusted to the First Nations peoples, to
the Metis peoples, to the Inuit peoples,” Archbishop Smith said.

Consultations, debriefings and continued conversations with Indig-
enous people will determine when the pastoral letter will be published,
he said.

“Just writing a letter is insufficient. If we have learned anything,
we’ve learned much from this journey that we’re on with Indigenous

Indigenous relations bishops' top priority
people, it is the centrality — the central foundational, importance —
of relationship. … We would want to approach this with the under-
standing that the bishop himself is the letter,” Archbishop Smith said.

At their meetings, the Canadian bishops agreed it should be easier
for residential school survivors and their families to access whatever
records are in diocesan archives, said Bishop McGrattan. The bish-
ops approved a set of guidelines for diocesan archivists to speed up
the release of records.

On the $30 million healing fund pledged over five years, the bish-
ops report they are “on track to raise funds in excess of its $30-
million target.” So far the fund has collected $5.5 million from the 73
dioceses across Canada.

At the plenary, the bishops said they would inject more face-to-
face encounters between seminarians and Indigenous people into for-
mation programs for future priests.

“We hope that this support will result in more direct encounters
with Indigenous communities where clergy and lay people hear the
history of this land from an Indigenous perspective,” the bishops said
in a press release.

The prelates also committed to putting more resources into the
cross-generational effects of residential schools.

“We will work together with local community leaders to address
social challenges, including addictions, suicide, violence, poverty and
incarceration,” the bishops said in a release.

In a letter to Pope Francis, sent as the bishops began their meet-
ings, CCCB president Bishop Raymond Poisson emphasized how re-
lations with Indigenous Canadians are at the top of the bishops’ agenda.

“There can be no question that it (the pope’s pilgrimage to Canada)
has left a profound and lasting mark on Canada, Indigenous peoples
and the local and universal Church,” Bishop Poisson wrote. “Your
presence among us, as well as your words of healing, reconciliation
and humanity have helped all of us to take significant steps forward
as we walk together toward a more hopeful future.”

The $18.6-million tab for the pope’s visit will be covered by “dona-
tions from parishioners, contributions from the Canadian Conference
of Catholic Bishops, also some contributions from dioceses across
the country,” Archbishop Smith said.§

BREAKFAST IS BACK!

The Knights of Columbus Council 17984
is pleased to announce that the regular

Sunday Breakfast at the Assumption
Centre, Saint John is resuming on

October 23rd, 2022.
Cost is $8 for adults and $4 for children under 12.

LET’S GET SOCIALIZING AGAIN!

True discernment requires knowing oneself, pope says
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — To know oneself is a gift and a grace that
allows Christians to properly discern between feelings and convic-
tions, Pope Francis said.

During his weekly general audience in St. Peter's Square October
5, the pope said that knowing oneself requires "patient soul-search-
ing" and the awareness of one's "way of acting, of the feelings that
dwell within us."

"It also requires that we distinguish between emotions and spiritual
faculties," he said. "'I feel' is not the same as 'I am convinced.' 'I feel
like' is not the same as 'I want.' Thus, we come to recognize that the
view we have of ourselves and of reality is at times somewhat dis-
torted. To realize this is a grace!"

Continuing his series of talks about discernment, the pope reflected
on the element of self-knowledge that is crucial in discovering what
one truly wants or needs in his or her life.

The pope explained that at times it is difficult to discern the path for

one's life "because we do not know ourselves well enough."
"You have heard many times: 'But that person, why doesn't he or

she sort out their life?'" he said departing from his prepared remarks.
It "happens to us too that when we do not know clearly what we
want, we do not know ourselves well."

Spiritual doubts and vocational crises, he added, are often caused
by "an insufficient dialogue between our religious life and our human,
cognitive and affective dimension."

Furthermore, "forgetting God's presence" in one's life goes "hand-
in-hand with ignorance of ourselves," he said.

Pope Francis said that much like computer programs requiring a
password to access important and personal information, the spiritual
life also "has its passwords," words that touch one's heart in a par-
ticularly powerful way.

However, he warned, the devil also "knows these passwords well."
"Temptation does not necessarily suggest bad things, but often hap-

hazard things, presented with excessive importance," the pope ex-
plained. "In this way, it hypnotizes us with the attraction that these

(continued on page 10)
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By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

EDMONTON, Alberta — The Government
of Alberta is expanding its provincial immi-
gration program to invite more religious work-
ers from abroad to seek or obtain permanent
residency.

Outgoing Premier Jason Kenney stated in a
release that this plan will enrich the spiritual
health of Alberta society.

“Religious faith is a central part of the lives
of huge numbers of Albertans,” said Mr.
Kenney, who stepped down as Alberta’s pre-
mier October 6. “The spiritual health of our
society is enlivened by diverse faith com-
munities, all of whom share a commitment
to serving the common good, particularly
the most vulnerable. The worship of many
faith communities depends on clergy and
religious workers from overseas, but until
now there has been no clear pathway for
religious workers to obtain residency in
Alberta.”

There is currently no clear pathway for
clergy and religious workers to seek or ob-
tain permanent residency in Alberta, with re-
ligious workers who have developed ties to
their community having to leave the country
when temporary residency permits expire.

Under the umbrella of the federal-provin-
cial Alberta Advantage Immigration Program,
the government has established three residency
pathways.

Option one is the Alberta Opportunity
Stream, designated for temporary foreign
workers already living in Alberta who receive
a full-time job offer from their employer. Path-
way two is the Rural Renewal Stream for im-
migrants who get invited to work in an
Albertan rural community. Application route
three, Alberta Express Entry Stream, enables
the province to nominate candidates from the
federal entry system who may have demon-
strably strong ties to Alberta, or intend to work
in an occupation that bolsters the province’s
economy.

Roy Dallmann, a press secretary for Alber-
ta’s Minister of Labour and Immigration
Kaycee Madu, told The Catholic Register in
an email that the previous immigration road-
blocks to religious workers was “raised in
numerous conversations we’ve had with com-
munity stakeholders across Alberta.”

He said the government does not have any
numerical projections as to how many reli-
gious workers may access these new path-
ways in the next few months or years. But

Program lifts roadblocks to religious workers
Mr. Dallmann said, “this is an issue of fair-
ness and inclusiveness to recognize that reli-
gious workers are important skilled workers
in Alberta.”

“In order to be a welcoming and support-
ive province for newcomers, we need to en-
sure that the necessary faith supports are in
place to support Alberta’s cultural communi-
ties,” he said.

This new plan also helps the province real-
ize objectives outlined in Alberta’s Anti-Rac-
ism Action Plan, said Mr. Dallmann.

“This commitment includes ensuring
Albertans have equal access to information
and service and empowering communities to
promote inclusion, diversity, multiculturalism
and social connection. As many of Alberta’s
cultural communities rely on spiritual leader-

ship to build social connections and to pre-
pare for future challenges, making it easier
for religious workers to come to Alberta is an
important step to recognize the needs of im-
migrants and to help them make a home in
our province.”

According to data compiled by the Statista
Research Department in October 2021, the
number of immigrants arriving in Alberta an-
nually has been declining since a record high
57,841 migrants came to the province be-
tween July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016. In
2018-19 — the most recent period not af-
fected by the pandemic — the figure was
40,732.

The new program aligns Alberta with other
provinces which allow religious workers to
apply under their immigration programs.§

CARLETON
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORIUM

337 Lockhart Mill Road Jacksonville NB E7M 3S5
Ph /Fax (506) 328-8430

Funeral Director
Arthur Smith

www.carletonfuneralhome.ca
“Serving All Faiths & within the Means of All”

Obituaries

OLAND, MARY ISABEL — On Friday, July
29, 2022, with her sister and brother-in-law
by her side and many loved ones near and far
holding her close in their hearts, Mary Isabel
(Hachey) Oland passed away peacefully to
prayer. Marybel Oland was a daughter, sister,
mother, and friend to many.

She is predeceased by her dear mother and
father, Kay and Harry Hachey, her brother,
Osmund Hachey, and her sisters-in-law, Sheila
Hachey and Diane Hachey. Marybel will be
forever in the hearts of her brother, John
Hachey, sister, Jane Sullivan (& Pat), her four
daughters, Paula Oland (& B), Andrea Oland,
Krysta Oland (& Derek), and Denise Hoppner
(& Ken), as well as her treasured grandchil-
dren, Morgan, Kiera, Karl, Emma, Courtney,
Anonda, Kiah, Nathanael and Jonathyn.
Marybel also has three great grandchildren,
Park, Crew, and Hudson, five honourary
granddaughters in the Sullivan girls, cousins,
and many nieces and nephews far and wide.

Arrangements are under the care of
Kennebecasis Community Funeral Home,
Quispamsis. Fu-
neral mass will be
held from Our Lady
of Perpetual Help
Church, Rothesay.
Interment took
place at St. Andrews
Catholic Cemetery,
St. Andrews.

McINTYRE, MARY ELSIE — It is with
great sadness that we announce the passing
of our dear Mother, Elsie McIntyre on Sep-
tember 20, 2022. Born in Saint John April 9,
1930, she was the daughter of the late Joseph
and Genevieve (DesRoche) Kristiansen.

She will be dearly missed by her sons John
(Brenda), Joseph, Kristopher (Jacqueline) and
daughter Paula McCormick (Stephen), 9
grandchildren, 12 great grandchildren, one
great-great grandson and several nieces and
nephews.

Besides her parents she was predeceased
by her sisters Carmelita Gautreau, Gertrude
Gibson, Kristiana LeBlanc, Hazel Lindsay,
Loreen Kristiansen, Louise Kristiansen and
Hyordis Driscoll, her brothers, Frank, Karl
and Ralph and by her loving husband of 68
years John (Jack) McIntyre.

She rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John. A Mass of Christian Burial was cel-
ebrated at St. Rose Church, Saint John. In-
terment at St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.§
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St. Francis and the Eucharist
By JOHN R. BARKER, OFM

Reprinted with permission, St. Anthony Messenger, September 2022

St. Francis encouraged all of us to see the humble goodness of God
in the Eucharist, and to “pour out our hearts” to him in gratitude.

Thomas of Celano, the first biographer of Francis of Assisi, tells us
that the saint often used to tell people: “If I should happen at the same
time to come upon any saint coming from heaven and some little poor
priest, I would first show honour to the priest, and hurry more quickly
to kiss his hands. For I would say to the saint: ‘Hey, St. Lawrence,
wait! His hands may handle the Word of Life and possess something
more than human!’” Such was the love of St. Francis for the Eucha-
rist.

In Jesus Christ, Francis saw the incredible generosity of a God
who assumed our poor, fragile human nature out of love for us and all
creation. It was this good God, who did not insist on his divine pre-
rogatives, but readily “emptied himself “ to join us in our poverty, who
captured Francis’ heart. Just as he had great affection for the God
who became flesh, so Francis had profound respect and love for the
Eucharist, in which the Word of the Father continues to pour forth
God’s goodness by “coming down” to us daily on the altar under the
guise of bread and wine. Francis’ writings are filled with exhortations
and exclamations about the astounding humility of a God who does
not hesitate to offer himself to us. For Francis, the Eucharist is the
most striking and regular reminder that God truly is “the fullness of
good.

The most holy body and blood
In his writings, St. Francis never uses the word Eucharist to de-

scribe the sacrament. Instead, he refers most often to “the most holy
Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Such a concrete, descrip-
tive phrase is to be expected from a saint who tended to avoid abstract
thinking and language. But in this case, it is especially important be-
cause by referring regularly to “the Body and Blood of the Lord,”
Francis emphasizes that the sacrament is not a static “thing” but a
dynamic person, who is present on the altar just as much as he was
when he walked with his disciples in Galilee. As he tells us in his
Testament, which he wrote at the end of his life, “I see nothing corpo-
rally of the most high Son of God except His most holy Body and
Blood.”

When Francis gazed upon the sacrament, he did not see a symbol
or a reminder of the crucified Lord, but Jesus himself, who “puts
Himself into [the priest’s] hands and we touch him and receive him
daily with our mouth.” Even to refer to it as “Eucharist,” correct as
the term might be, was not enough to capture the reality of the living,
breathing presence of the One who each day “comes down from the
bosom of the Father upon the altar.” In all of this, Francis does noth-
ing more than express orthodox Catholic faith in the Real Presence,
but his sense of this presence is characteristically lively, concrete, and
even intimate. For Francis, his Lord and brother Jesus came to him
personally whenever he received Communion. This is a reality that
can only be grasped by the grace of the Spirit, which is love.

It is the work of the Spirit that allows us to believe that what we
receive from the hands of the priest is truly the Lord himself, just as it
is the Spirit who enables us to discern the word of the Father in Jesus
of Nazareth. Therefore, he says, let those who believe that Jesus truly
is the Son of God also believe that the bread and wine we see with our

“bodily eyes” are in fact “His most holy Body and Blood living and
true.” There may be those who, for whatever reason, do not believe
in this great gift, but Francis urges those who cannot discern the true
presence with “spiritual eyes” to therefore refrain from receiving it,
lest — as St. Paul himself said — they “eat and drink judgment on
themselves” (1 Cor 11:29). The saint repeats this warning throughout
his writings.

Francis also recognizes that our reception of the Eucharist cannot
be isolated from a larger determination to live within the will of God
by eradicating vice and sin, and “producing worthy fruits of pen-
ance,” by which he means loving God and neighbour in concrete
ways. The whole reason that Jesus humbly presents himself in the
Eucharist is to enable us not only to be reconciled to God, but also to
continue to become more and more like him. One cannot receive the
divine gift, so lovingly offered, without understanding why Jesus
offers himself in the first place—and striving to live accordingly.

O sublime humility
Most astounding to Francis was the way in which Jesus is present

to us in the Eucharist. When the Word of the Father first came to us
in the flesh, he did so in great humility and poverty. In fact, for Francis,
the very act of becoming human reflected the humility of the all-
powerful God. Although he is now glorified and seated at the right
hand of the Father, Jesus comes to us in even more humility and
poverty, not only under the guise of ordinary bread, but as food.

In a letter he wrote to all the friars, Francis breaks into rapturous
(continued on page 11)

Icon of St. Francis with a dove. (catholicsaintmedals.com image)
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Letter to the Editor

A gift to last a lifetime
In today’s society much emphasis is placed on careers and on

material possessions. Courses are offered to help us with career ad-
vancement, and the goal of most couples is financial security. Chil-
dren also place demands on our relationship, and there seems to be
little time left for each other. Often at the end of a hectic day our
energy level is at its lowest, and all we want is sleep. This busy life-
style causes many of us to become frustrated and even, at times, to
wonder what has happened to our hopes and dreams for our life
together.

There is a different choice available to married couples. A World-
wide Marriage Encounter weekend offers a chance to reconnect, to
grow in closeness and intimacy, and to re-evaluate our lifestyle. Some-
times husbands and wives just need to get away from the rest of the
world for a couple of days and really focus in on each other. Just as
we have to give our cars preventative maintenance for it to run
smoothly, so too can we ensure that our marriage continues to grow.

The weekend offers couples a technique of loving communication,
a tool kit, that we can continue to use for the rest of our lives. The
weekend is for any couple who wants a good marriage, one where
both the husband and wife want to grow and are ready to offer each
other the opportunity to deepen and enrich their marriage.

The weekend is a private experience. It consists of a series of
presentations given by a team of married couples and a priest, fol-
lowed by time for each couple to look at their marriage in the privacy
of their own room. It offers a rare opportunity for couples to look at
themselves as individuals, then at their marriage and relationship with
each other, and finally to look at their relationship with God and the
world. It’s a time to share their feelings, hopes and dreams with each
other.

The weekend is also open to priests and religious who wish to
deepen their relationships with others in their community or in their
parish. The Marriage Encounter [M.E.] experience begins on Friday
evening, and ends before supper on Sunday. Meals and accommoda-
tion for the weekend are provided at a reasonable cost.

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend has something in it for
every married couple. It’s like a booster shot for a good marriage, and
it can revitalize a humdrum marriage. The M.E. weekend shows a
couple that marriage is a joyous celebration of God’s plan for them.
The best gift that a couple can give their children is the opportunity to
grow up in a home where they see their Mom and Dad loving each
other and working through their struggles.

Our own personnel experience with Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
ter began in 1984 when we attended our own weekend. Since then
our relationship has continued to flourish and deepen through good
times and the difficult ones, through sickness and health. God contin-
ues to gift us with His love through each other. We enjoy daily the
benefits of our weekend experience such as dialogue, sharing, listen-
ing to one another, respect and love.

The next weekend will be held in Rothesay NB on October 28-
30th, 2022.  For more information, please call Joanne and Ron
Arsenault at (506) 451-8489.

We do hope that you will choose to offer each other this beautiful
gift which lasts a lifetime.

RON and JOANNE ARESNAULT
Worldwide Marriage Encounter, Atlantic Region Coordinators
Fredericton

Pope encourages young people to be peacemakers
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Continuing to talk about the "grave danger"
humanity is facing because of the war in Ukraine and Russia's threat
to use nuclear weapons, Pope Francis urged a group of young people
from Belgium to be peacemakers.

"As you well know, we are going through difficult times for hu-
manity, which is in great danger. We are in grave danger," the pope
told about 300 young people making a pilgrimage to Rome.

Meeting the group October 10, Pope Francis urged them to "be
artisans of peace around you and within you; ambassadors of peace,
so that the world rediscovers the beauty of love, of living together, of
fraternity and solidarity."

Quoting his 2019 apostolic exhortation to young people, the pope
said their vocation, like the vocation of all laypeople, is to make "a
concrete and faith-based commitment to the building of a new soci-
ety. It involves living in the midst of society and the world in order to
bring the Gospel everywhere, to work for the growth of peace, har-
mony, justice, human rights and mercy, and thus for the extension of
God's kingdom in this world."

Encouraging their commitment to their faith and praising their ef-
forts to share the Gospel with their peers, the pope told them, "You
are not just the future of the church -- no, not just that -- you are its
present. It needs you because the church is young. It needs your
generosity, your joy, your desire to build a different world, one im-
bued with the values of fraternity, peace and reconciliation."

In addition to their joy and enthusiasm, young people naturally have
"fears, difficulties, wounds, the need to face your limits, crises," he
said, but they must not be afraid.

If their relationship with Christ is solid, the pope said, they will have
a different perspective that will help them see challenges as occasions
for growth.

"Also," he told them, "do not be afraid to accept your fragility or
weaknesses, but do it with humility: 'These are my limits, but I'm
moving forward.'"

"You do not need to be superheroes, but rather people who are
sincere, true and free," the pope told them.§

(continued from page 7)
things stir in us, things that are beautiful but illusory, that cannot
deliver what they promise and therefore leave us in the end with a
sense of emptiness and sadness."

That sadness, he said, is an indication that "we have embarked on a
path that was not right."

Pope Francis said Christians need to "know the passwords of our heart"
to protect themselves from external manipulations and distinguish what is
truly important from "current fads or flashy, superficial slogans."

He also encouraged Christians to make "a general examination of
conscience" each day in prayer to reflect on "what happened in my
heart in this day" and "learn to note in our evaluations and choices
what we give most importance to, what we are looking for and why,
and what we eventually find."

"Prayer and self-knowledge enable us to grow in freedom," the
pope said. "This is (what it means) to grow in freedom! They are
basic elements of Christian existence, precious elements for finding
one's place in life."§

True discernment requires knowing oneself
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(continued from page 9)
praise of the humility of the One who came to serve and still comes to
serve: “O wonderful loftiness and stupendous dignity! O sublime hu-
mility! O humble sublimity! The Lord of the universe, God and Son
of God, so humbles Himself that for our salvation He hides Himself
under an ordinary piece of bread! Brothers, look at the humility of
God and pour out your hearts before Him!”

O sublime humility! And what humble awesomeness! The Eucha-
rist captures for Francis the central and most beautiful paradox about
the character of God revealed in Christ. The all-powerful, magnifi-
cent, all-sufficient, and splendid creator of the universe loves his crea-
tion so much that he does not hesitate to lower himself — even com-
ing as a piece of bread to save us. This is what makes God so lovable
and so supremely good, so magnificent and splendid for Francis.
First the Incarnation and now the Eucharist remind us constantly that
the goodness, love, and mercy of God lead God in Jesus to “give himself
totally” to us. Out of love for us, God holds nothing back, and this is the
humility and the poverty of God. Only the most exalted and all-powerful
God could be this free, this generous, this good.

Hold back nothing of yourselves
In the same letter to all the friars, Francis exclaims that there is only one

possible response to such divine generosity and humility: “Humble your-
selves that you may be exalted by him! Hold back nothing of yourselves
for yourselves, that he Who gives himself totally to you may receive you
totally!”

All Christians bear the image and likeness of Jesus Christ, and so all
Christians are called to be as much like him as possible. For St. Francis of
Assisi, this means being as humbly generous with God as God has been
with us. In the letter Francis wrote to the priests of the order, the saint
makes the point a little differently: “Are we not moved by piety [that is,
profound respect] . . . when the pious [profoundly respectful] Lord puts
himself into our hands and we touch and receive him daily? Do we refuse
to recognize that we must come into his hands?”

The Eucharist, as the humble offering by Jesus of his own body and
blood to us, invites a reciprocal response. We are called to observe his
humble generosity—he certainly doesn’t need to offer himself to us this
way or any way—and to respond by being humbly generous toward him.
How, Francis says, can we receive the body and blood of the Lord, in
which God holds back nothing of himself for our salvation, and not re-
solve to hold back nothing for God? How can we not show the creator of
the universe the same loving respect he shows us in the Eucharist?

Honouring Christ in the Eucharist
In his letters and other writings, Francis frequently refers to the need to

show great respect for the most holy body and blood of the Lord who
gives himself completely to us. In the first place, anything that relates to
the sacrifice of the Mass must be clean. In his letter to the Franciscan
clergy, he urges those priests who are negligent in these matters to “con-
sider how very dirty are the chalices, corporals, and altar-linens upon
which His Body and Blood are sacrificed.”

He repeats this exhortation in his letter to those friars who are in charge
of Franciscan houses (“custodians”), urging them to “humbly beg the
clergy to revere above all else the most holy Body and Blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ. . . . They should hold as precious the chalices, corporals,
appointments of the altar, and everything that pertains to the sacrifice.”
And in his letter to all the friars of the order, he urges once again that all

vessels and liturgical items, including the books that contain Christ’s holy
words, be treated with the reverence due them.

In all of this, Francis is reflecting not only his own reverence for the
body and blood of Christ, but also recent Church attempts to address
what appears to have been a widespread laxity when it came to honouring
the Eucharist. The Fourth Lateran Council, held in 1215, had ordered all
churches and church vessels be kept clean. This was followed up by
papal letters urging the same. The same council also decreed that the
Eucharist itself must be carefully handled and secured under lock in ap-
propriate places. (This was in an age before churches had tabernacles on
the altar.) Here, too, Francis reflects the urging of the popes when he
instructs the custodians that, “if the most holy Body of the Lord is very
poorly reserved in any place, let It be placed and locked up in a precious
place according to the command of the Church.”

The casual attitude toward the Eucharist that Francis and the popes
opposed may have stemmed from a general failure to understand or be-
lieve that Jesus Christ was truly present in the sacrament, that it was in
fact “the most holy Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
In several places, Francis comments on the fact that the Eucharist is
frequently “received unworthily [by priests] and administered to others
without discernment.” The lack of discernment he has in mind is a failure
to recognize that what we receive from the altar is not the same as other
foods. In one of his “Admonitions” to the friars, he insists that we must
see “the sacrament sanctified by the words of the Lord upon the altar . . .
according to the Spirit and the Divinity.”

A humble gift from a humble God
Francis’ frequent statements about the Eucharist are, of course, marked

by his characteristic emphasis on the profoundly generous humility of
God, who is goodness itself. It was not enough for God to have mercy on
us in our brokenness and sin. God could have done that “from a distance,”
keeping the divine holiness and majesty far away from us and our ten-
dency to be very unholy.

But God is too good, too generous for that, and chose instead to em-
brace our broken human nature, quite literally, by becoming one of us in
Jesus. This is not only an astounding act of love, but even more remark-
ably a humble one. This “awesome and exalted humility and humble awe-
someness” is —unbelievably! — extended to us every day, if we choose
to accept it, in the form of bread and wine.

Once again, the humble God does not choose to come to us any other
way but the most simple, subtle, and unintimidating. For St. Francis,
there was only one way to respond to such generosity and goodness,
and it was with praise, thanksgiving, and a desire to allow Jesus to
transform us into his image and likeness.
God gives us everything we need to attain all of God’s gracious prom-
ises. Especially, he gives us himself in the body and blood of his son.
In the words of St. Francis, “O how holy and how loving, gratifying,
humbling, peacegiving, sweet, worthy of love, and above all things,
desirable: to have such a Brother and such a Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ,” who offered himself and still offers himself for us. The saint’s
words prompt us to consider how we ought to respond to such a
great gift, which is, after all, offered to us out of the infinite goodness
of God’s humble heart.

John R. Barker, OFM, is a Franciscan friar with the Province of
St. John the Baptist. His main areas of biblical research are related to
the formation and function of biblical texts, particularly the pro-
phetic literature and biblical theology. §

St. Francis and the Eucharist
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By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — Since September 1, 2021, the research team
for the Miramichi Historical Linkages Project has worked towards
uncovering forgotten stories from that region’s past. By taking a
closer look at local knowledge, local actions, and local personali-
ties, they hope to understand the global reach of the communities
in the Miramichi watershed. In this initiative, the team has been
aided by a number of partners and interested historians. The result
has been an ever-growing collection of interesting stories, which
provide an indication of how far Miramichiers have extended the
reach of the River across the globe.

In May, The New Freeman printed the interesting story of Patrick
William Riordan, born in Chatham to Irish immigrant parents, and
who later become the second person to hold the title of arch-
bishop of San Francisco, in 1885. An equally intriguing figure
was Bishop Riordan’s uncle, Father Dennis Dunne, who became
vicar general of the Diocese of Chicago.

The Dunne family, led by Patrick William Dunne and Amelia
Marcella Malone, came to Miramichi in 1825 from Stradbally in
County Laois, Ireland. Settling in Chatham, they attended St.
Patrick’s Church in Nelson. 

Their first years in the area were very difficult. Daughter Bridget,
aged only seventeen, died on September 26, having been over-
whelmed by the rigorous sea voyage. A little more than a week
later, on October 7, the Great Miramichi Fire destroyed a huge
territory and claimed hundreds of lives. The Dunnes were among
those who fled into the Miramichi River, in order to survive the
fiery tempest. 

Two years after the death of his father in 1839, Dennis Dunne,
the youngest son of the family, left Miramichi to attend St. Andrew’s
College outside of Charlottetown. This was the only Catholic in-
stitution for higher education in the Maritimes, at that time. While
there, he met with Bishop William Quarter of Chicago, who was
searching for seminarians for his new diocese. 

Mr. Dunne responded to the bishop’s call and entered the Grand
Seminary of Quebec in the fall of 1845, under the patronage of
Bishop Quarter. Unfortunately, the bishop would pass away be-
fore Mr. Dunne’s studies were complete, and he would be or-
dained in Detroit on December 10, 1848. 

His first assignment was as a professor in the University of St.
Mary’s of the Lake — a private Roman Catholic seminary in
Mundelein, Illinois. He would then minister in Illinois for some
years, before becoming pastor of St. Patrick’s Church in Chicago
in 1854.

The church, which would become closely identified with the
city’s Irish settler population and its culture, was unfinished at the
time of Fr. Dunne’s arrival. A year after his arrival, he was named
as vicar general of the diocese, a position he would hold for most
of the rest of his life.

Generally speaking, Fr. Dunne was known for his personal popu-
larity, and for his extensive and beneficial influence on both his
congregation, and his fellow clergy. He was said to have been of
possessed of great energy, and took on tasks readily, not wishing
to be cowed by the seeming enormity of any project. 

He would oversee the completion of St. Patrick’s Church, and
would conduct its dedication service on Christmas Day in 1856. 

In the final days of 1857, he helped to found the St. Vincent de
Paul Society at St. Patrick’s, which made it the first parish in the
city to found a society created specifically to serve the needs of
the poor.

In 1861, when the
Holy Cross Fathers left
the parish school at St.
Patrick’s, Fr. Dunne
reached out to the
Christian Brothers in St.
Louis, and four broth-
ers came to Chicago in
September of that
year. This would begin
a relationship between
the Christian Brothers,
and St. Patrick’s Acad-
emy, that would last for
more than a century
and a half. 

Fr. Dunne undertook
a recruitment of a dif-
ferent kind in 1862, when he encouraged the formation of the 90th

Illinois Volunteer Infantry for service in the American Civil War. He
worked towards the regiment’s formation not only for reasons of
patriotism, but also as he was aware of the criticism that Irish Catho-
lics did not support of the Union against the Southern States’ Confed-
eracy. The regiment would be alternatively known as “The Irish Le-
gion” or “Father Dunne’s Regiment.”  The soldiers raised partici-
pated in major battles at Chattanooga, Tennessee, and in General William
T. Sherman’s famous “March to the Sea,” where they were instru-
mental in the capture of Fort McAllister at Savannah, Georgia.

In 1863, an attack of typhoid fever left Fr. Dunne very low; it
was said that he never fully recovered his full health
afterwards. Better news arrived in 1865, when the Sacred College
of Rome conferred upon him the degree of Doctor of Divinity.

Towards the end of his life, Fr. Dunne had a disagreement with
Bishop James Duggan of Chicago over diocesan support for the
University of St. Mary of the Lake, where Fr. Dunne had previ-
ously been a professor. 

Some have attributed Fr.
Dunne’s removal from St.
Patrick’s in 1868 to this disagree-
ment, adding that Bishop Duggan
would be institutionalized the fol-
lowing year, due to concerns over
his mental health. It seems clear
that neither man was well, and
Fr. Dunne would pass on Sun-
day December 23rd, 1868 at the
age of 44.

Shawn McCarthy is the
Miramichi Region correspond-
ent for The New Freeman. He
can be reached at cletus_1773
@hotmail.com.§
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